
 

WELCOME 
St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea Episcopal Church  

part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion 
WHEREVER YOU ARE ON YOUR JOURNEY OF FAITH, ST. ANDREW’S WELCOMES YOU! 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
10:00 AM NOVEMBER 30, 2025 

AT DESTIN HIGH SCHOOL 
HOLY EUCHARIST   •   RITE II 

Before service speak to the Lord to prepare to worship. 
During service the Lord will speak to you. 

After service speak to one another.  
Please, quiet your phone. 

 
 
 

      

 
 

 

Today is the First Sunday of Advent and the beginning of a new Church year. 

The Reverend Lydia Johnson will be our celebrant this morning. 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST  •  RITE TWO 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Prelude:     In Jesus Name          arr. Jay Rouse 

Advent Bidding        Lay eucharistic minister 
My brothers and sisters, we enter today the season of Advent in which the Church bids us prepare to 
celebrate the coming of Christ; a coming that we recall in the Child of Bethlehem; a coming that we 
experience in the gift of his Spirit, in the bread of the Eucharist, in the joy of human lives that are shared; a 
coming we wait for when God gathers up all things in Christ. Let us in this holy season reflect on the 
coming of Christ who brings light to the world. Let us leave behind the darkness of sin, walk in the light 
that shines on our path, and renew within ourselves the hope of glory to which he beckons us. And as we 
turn towards the light, let us have on our hearts all those who see no light, for whom all is darkness and 
despair. Let us pray that they too may be illumined by Christ who is our light. 

Procession:  Hymn 542    Christ is the world’s true Light           St. Joan 
 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath      Lay eucharistic minister 
As our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these earthly signs – light and green 
branches – and remember God’s promise to our world: Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come. Lord 
our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ. He is Emmanuel, the hope of all people; he is the 
wisdom that teaches and guides us; he is the Savior of every nation. 
O God, let your blessing come upon our community gathered here before you. Bless us and our Advent 
wreath. May the light that shines forth from it illumine our way as we journey towards Christmas; may the 
light that shines forth from it illumine our lives as we wait in hope for the birth of the Christ-child. And 
may Christ our Savior bring life into the darkness of our world, and to us, as we wait for his coming. 
Amen.  

Advent Wreath Lighting 
Light one candle as all say:  Jesus said: “I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

1st person asks: Why do we light one candle? 

Presider responds:  This candle reminds us of the light of hope that the people in the Old Testament had in 
their expectation of a Messiah who would bring peace and love to the world. 

All say: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness, on them has light shined. 

Let us pray:  Lord God, our world is often in darkness. We need the light of peace and love to shine in our 
world.  Help us to prepare our lives and our homes to receive the One who said, “I am the light of the 
world.” We pray in the name of that Light, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Advent Wreath Hymn # 56   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel     Veni, veni, Emmanuel                          

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Kyrie 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

The Collect for Day  
The Lord be with you. 
     And also with you. 
Let us pray.   
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Old Testament           Isaiah 2:1-5 
When Isaiah wrote this message, the people of Judah were dispirited. Assyrian armies were set to conquer Judah. Many 
doubted God's ability to preserve the dynasty of David in accordance with the promise he had made to David. Others 
believed themselves to be invincible in the face of enemies. 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all 
the nations shall stream to it.  Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 122 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
"Let us go to the house of the LORD." 

2 Now our feet are standing * 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
that is at unity with itself; 

4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, * 
the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the LORD. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
"May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 
and quietness within your towers. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
I will seek to do you good." 
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Epistle           Romans 13:11-14 
Paul has said that Christians have a responsibility to keep civil laws, not just because of the penalties incurred in not keeping 
them, but also as a matter of conscience. Loving our neighbors implies living ethically. Now he mentions another reason for 
ethical behavior. 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 
is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling 
and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Sequence           Prepare the Way of the Lord.      (sung many times)       Taizé, Jacques Berthier  
 

Gospel           Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus has foretold the destruction of the Temple. When his followers have asked what indications there will be that the end of 
the current era is close, he has answered using contemporary images. He has told them that they will suffer trials, but “the one 
who endures to the end will be saved.” 
The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For 
as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken and one will be left.  Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.  
The Gospel of the Lord  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon         The Reverend Lydia Johnson 

Nicene Creed                         Standing 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
The Prayers of the People Form IV are from page 388 of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world; remembering especially in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Anglican 
Church of Australia; in our own Diocese for Church of the Advent in Lillian, Alabama; and in the Prison Cycle of 
Prayer we pray for Bay County Jail in Panama City,  Florida.  ……Silence……  Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
For Sarah the Archbishop of Canterbury-Elect, Sean our Presiding Bishop, Russell our Bishop, Ericca, our 
seminarian, and Reverend Lydia, our guest clergy and for all bishops and other ministers; ……Silence  ……   
Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one 
another and serve the common good; remembering especially Donald our President, Ron our Governor, Bobby 
our Mayor, all those in local authority, our Armed Forces, for their protection at home and abroad, and all who 
speak where many listen.  ……Silence  ……  Lord, in your mercy  

Hear our prayer. 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of 
others and to your honor and glory.  ……Silence  ……  Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one 
another as he loves us.  ……Silence  ……  Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 
bring them the joy of your salvation. You may add your own petitions either aloud or silently.  ……Silence  ……   
Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; remembering especially 
those we love but see no more and those loved ones we name at this time either aloud or silently; ……Silence  
……  and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.   Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Collect at the Prayers 

Confession of Sin   
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  Silence… 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
     And also with you. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory    Give Thanks             Solo – Don Hutchison 

Doxology  Hymn 380 (v. 3) From all that dwell below the skies   OLD 100th  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below;  
praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Eucharistic Prayer A                                                                                  Standing as we are able 
The Lord be with you 
     And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
     We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.  
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus, S-129, Powell              Standing or kneeling as we are able 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

         Christ has died.     Christ is risen.    Christ will come again.   

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread      followed by silence 

Fraction    
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast.  

Invitation to Communion 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; 
I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face; 
surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  

Communion 

Communion Hymn    Prepare the way of the Lord   

 

Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray.    
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen.   
 

Community Prayers 

for those celebrating BIRTHDAYS: O God, our times are in your hands: look with favor, we pray on your 
servant(s) as he/she/they begin(s) another year, grant that he/she/they may grow in wisdom and 
grace and strengthen his/her/their trust in your goodness all the days of his/her/their life/lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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for those celebrating ANNIVERSARIES:  O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that 
in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his church:  
may these your servants love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience all the 
days of their life/lives together, and may they share their joy with others; we ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

for TRAVELERS:  O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go: preserve all those who travel, surround him/her/them with your 
loving care; protect him/her/them from every danger, bring him/her/them in safety to 
his/her/their journey’s end, and return him/her/them to us renewed and refreshed, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Exit Procession  Hymn 66            Come, though long expected Jesus     Stuttgart 
 
 

          
The Dismissal 

Postlude       We Gather Together           Isaac Watts 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: November 30 

A new church year starts today. The First Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of a new Church year and 
the beginning of the first season of the Church year, Advent. In recent years, the tone of Advent has shifted 
away from a strictly penitential time to a time of anticipation and preparation for Christmas. It also reminds 
us of our expectation that Christ will return in power and glory. Nonetheless, the time will be more sober 
and subdued, in contrast to the commercialization of Christmas that surrounds us.  

Our patronal feast is November 30, the commemoration of St. Andrew on the Church calendar. We pray, 
“Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle Andrew that he readily obeyed the call of your Son 
Jesus Christ, and brought his brother with him: Give us, who are called by your holy Word, grace to follow 
him without delay, and to bring those near to us into his gracious presence; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.” 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE• 

For immediate concerns: Wayne Campbell, Bishop Michael Curry, Kate Driggers, Mary Ellis, Fred Fenn, 
Jeffrey King, Judy King, Barbe Lund, Kathy McGee, Nancy Middlebrook, Jeanie Noel, Goldie Parson, 
Cheryl Perez, Jo Popham, Wayne Zona 

For the repose of the soul: Carolyn Bell, Jack Rudicil, Laura & Ted Sulla 

 

• Please pray for St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea as we move forward. 

• Please call or email the church to add or change the status of someone on the prayer list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jesus Christ is Head of the Church 

The Rt. Rev. J. Russell Kendrick 
4th Bishop of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 

Karen P. Lowe 
Parish Administrator 

Dr. Don Hutchison 
Organist and Music Director 

Barbara J. Nelson 
Treasurer (non-stipendiary) 

 

 
VESTRY 

Class of 2025 
Judy King 

Class of 2026 
Phyllis Ott 

Caroline Miller 
Rick Boyer, Sr. Warden 

Class of 2027 
Barbara Nelson 

 
Karen P. Lowe, Clerk of Vestry 


